
7th Grade 
Curriculum 5779 / 2018-2019 

Course Description 
The 7th grade program is designed to encourage a blend of community building, 
developing bonds between those who are already friends, those who have similar 
b’nai mitzvah dates, and the cohort as a whole. Each day will begin with a nosh and 
time to just be with friends. Students will examine their Jewish journey through the 
lens of b’nai mitzvah, with an eye towards integrating their past journey into the Jews, 
learners, and the Jews they are becoming. Students will use the arts to explore their 
Jewish identity, Hebrew to get more out of their B’nai Mitzvah journey (beyond 
“prayer” Hebrew), and will engage in social action projects throughout the year, 
including making meaningful, intergenerational connections. The day will also begin 
with an experimental, social and spiritual t’filah experience, and end with a closing 
circle as a community. Throughout the year, there will be holiday specific collaborative 
classes where the B’nai Mitzvah Journey and Jewish Identity classes will be combined, 
coming together for a special program around the holiday’s theme. 

Kehilah Kedoshah 
The phrase Kehilah Kedoshah means “Holy community.” During this block, we will 
create a Kehilah Kedoshah! For about half of the sessions, students will participate in 
experimental, outside the box T’filah (prayer) experiences (emphasizing the “Holy”). 
For the other half, we will do fun, meaningful, and engaging all-class activities, 
helping the entire class get to know each other on a deeply personal level.  

Social Action/Justice 
Each week, all students will explore service-learning and experiential social action 
and engagement. In this class, students will hear from speakers from local non-profit 
organizations, engage in monthly thematic projects, and connect with seniors in our 
community. This class will work in partnership with the Beth Israel Social Action 
Committee, building connections between the students and the greater 
Congregational community. 

Israel 
This year, we are blessed to have a Shinshin, named Amit, joining the Religious School 
teaching team doing a gap year between graduating High School and beginning her 
army service. Amit and one of our all-star teachers will be teaching Israel, taking 

Page �1



something abstract, complex, and foreign and making it relevant, personal, and 
meaningful. 

Torah Poster Art 
Poster art is a genre of art where a scene, story, or message is conveyed within a 
simple rectangle. After studying poster art from a variety of settings, including Israel’s 
Yom Ha’atzmaut (Israel’s Independence Day) poster art throughout the years, students 
will go through their B’nai Mitzvah Torah portions, choose a scene, story, or message, 
and present it on their own poster. At the end of the semester, the students will 
present their posters in a public setting.  

Regular Tuesday Schedule 
4:00-4:15 - Hafsakah 

4:20-4:40 - Kehilah Kedoshah 

4:45-5:15 - Class block #1 

5:15-5:45 - Class block #2 

5:45-5:50 - Closing circle 

25%ers from block 2 BMs before May 2019 BMs after April 2019

50% of class with Engagement/
social action focus

25% of class with Torah Poster 
Art

25% of class with Israel

25%ers from block 1 BMs before May 2019 BMs after April 2019

50% of class with Engagement/
social action focus

25% of class with Torah Poster 
Art

25% of class with Israel
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Calendar Outline 
as of 8/22/18 - subject to change 

Note: When there is an "All School Special Topic," each class will cover that topic in a 
way that is relevant and appropriate for their learners. 

Date Notes Kehilah Kedoshah Social Action & 
Engagement

Israel Torah 
Poster Art

9/25 First Tuesday Sukkot experience 1 1

10/2 2 2

10/9 3 3

10/16 4 4

10/23 5 5

10/30 Last before 6/7 
camp

Camp Warm-up 6 6

11/6 7 7

11/13 8 8

11/27 9 9

12/4 Collaborative Class: 
Chanukah

12/11 10 10

12/18 Last before winter 
break

11 11

1/8 1 1

1/15 2 2

1/22 Collaborative Class: 
Tu B'shevat Seder

1/29 3 3

2/5 4 4

2/12 5 5

2/26 6 6

3/5 7 7

3/12 7th Taste of HS - No 
regular classes

Date
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3/19 Pre-Purim Purim 8 8

3/26 9 9

4/2 Last before 
Passover

Passover 10 10

4/30 11 11

5/7 Last Tuesday - 
Collaborative Class 

Presentations (Torah 
Art Museum, etc.)

Notes Kehilah Kedoshah Social Action & 
Engagement

Israel Torah 
Poster Art

Date
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